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The plant we protect and promote is called “Kasese” (Acacia semia) this name was derived from the Kanuri language spoken by the Kanuri communities of Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon and Chad republics.

Kasese grows only within the Sahel region as a shrub growing between 1-1.5 meters in height. We use the leaves, stems and roots of this plant in producing traditional medicines used in curing Cholera, Malaria and Typhoid. The knowledge of using this plant is only passed from generation to generation of the families who owns such knowledge.
The Problem

Over the last forty years due to the climate change within the Sahel region Kasese began to decline in numbers because of several factors:
1. Decline in the annual rainfall in terms of volume and intensity and the fluctuations of rainy seasons.

2. The encroachment of the Sahara desert is fast burying the kasese plants growing at its margins.

3. ‘The incessant recession of the Lake Chad (See figure 1) has led many members of our community and other neighboring communities of the Sahel to join the fire wood selling business in this process People cut down the Kasese plants and other common plants growing within this vulnerable region for fire woods which is the only major source of energy supply for the communities of the Sahel. Hence this has brought down the numbers of the Kasese plants growing within the Sahel by 54% within just 25 years.

Figure 1: Shows the map of Africa:


Figure 2: Shows the map of the Sahel region of Africa:
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Figure 3: Shows the map of the Drying Lake Chad at various stages:
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4. The Kanuri community has no knowledge on how to protect the Kasese plants from the ongoing impacts of the climate change and the anthropogenic activities.

Conclusion
This Paper cited on the use and importance of the kasese   plants and how the numbers of this plant which is a major source of raw materials for our traditional medicines continues to decline as a result climate change and anthropogenic activities. Hence if this situation continues without any attention or intervention from the major stakeholders the entire indigenous communities of the World will loose a great and vital traditional knowledge over time.
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