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Abstract:

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) share a number of economic and environmental characteristics that combine to make the issues of sustainable resource management particularly crucial in the context of sustainable livelihoods and human well being. SIDS in particular are viewed as one of the sites where global biodiversity is most in danger. Due to geographical advantage, marine and coastal habitats play a particularly important role in SIDS; for many small islands the marine environment can be the most important economic resource. While provisioning services through fisheries resources are particularly important to local communities, a geographic advantage in marine habitat has led to tourism (and, increasingly, eco-tourism) playing significant roles in island economies and local community livelihoods. In the context of an abundance of desirable coastal habitats existing within an environmental vulnerability to marine and terrestrial degradation and an economic vulnerability to international markets, an analysis of biodiversity and tourism flows in SIDS is of crucial importance. With an emphasis on marine biodiversity, this  paper undertakes an exploratory econometric analysis of the range of factors that influence the demand for tourism in SIDS destinations. Variables such as infrastructure and geo-political conditions are considered. Marine biodiversity enters into the analysis through the use of an adapted DPSIR framework, with empirical relationships being built that link SIDS tourism demand to the state of biodiversity, existing pressures upon these resources, and policy responses to these pressures. Finally, the state and distribution of the benefits of biodiversity via its impact on the tourism sectors in SIDS are considered. We identify the winners/losers via an assessment of the relative magnitude that the protection of biodiversity, and the promotion of the sustainable provision of ecosystems goods and services, provide to the welfare of the local economies of SIDS.
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