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ABSTRACT:
Lake Victoria is the second largest freshwater lake in the world surrounded by many wetlands and rivers. The lake is a shared resource within the tripartite communities of East Africa (Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania). Our emphasis is based on a case study of how to bring environmental stewardship home to the wetland communities and in particular Yala Swamp and Nyando Wetland. The process of conserving nature is a two-fold. There is the part of science and that of community based knowledge. It is very evident that decision making of knowledge gained in academic institutions if not brought back to the village might end up in reference libraries hence the aging of such skills. Bringing this knowledge back to the community is such a concept that has not matured well in many developing countries particularly rural areas. There is a wider gap between ‘jargon of science world’ and development on local knowledge in conservation of natural resources. The paper seeks to highlight in recent, how science is married to the local level in sustainable utilization of both Yala and Nyando Wetlands-Kenya. Achieving sustainable and just practice in environmental management has been a struggle between scientific and indigenous knowledge. The science of knowledge and technology are a resource that is very disproportionately distributed globally, where as the most marginalized are the rural communities. Scientific knowledge by itself is not sufficient. It is very evident that science cannot reconcile issues of values; relevant knowledge and appropriate values are mostly needed for effective decision making process. Successful societies in the past have generally developed using both science and traditional knowledge and combining these two is necessary for a continued and sustainable resource management. Apparently the message of sustainable development is not received widely at the grassroots levels. This may be due in part to educational approaches that act as a constraint. From the two wetlands community case studies, we have realized a paradigm need for new educational approach. Our main focus here was to borrow a leaf on requirements for sustainable development with a demand to foster cooperation rather than open competition. The entire process of this study is aimed at letting the child discover her unique and potentiality rather than spending hours/years in academic institutions of acquiring skills for job competition without ploughing back the knowledge for the prosperity on natural resource management at the rural levels. The paper is driven by the fact it is better to feed the child before the chicken and not the opposite. This would be indeed a participatory and interactive knowledge base.  Many ‘doubting Thomases’ have argued the effectiveness of rural participation. Our findings are clear indication that by popularity, community participation has made tremendous changes in policy making process and good governance in managing and conserving the wetlands which do account roughly 4-6 percent of world surface. In summary, we realized that a concerted effort should be based on the requirements of sustainable development and fostering cooperation. To bring science home we used the concept of bottom up approach.  

INTRODUCTION: 
Friends of Victoria Wetlands is a community based organisation (CBO) operating in Western Kenya with offices in Kisumu at the shores of the giant Lake Victoria. The organisation was founded in 2002 primarily to cater for the missing links within massive wetlands along the second largest freshwater Lake Victoria in order to create a forum for local communities, both the scientists and laymen within the wetland catchment areas. Since its inception, the organisation has played an important role in creating educational awareness on wetlands issues affecting the region. The organisation is made up of volunteers from the local region and depends more on donor funds to cater for its project needs and functioning of the office. 
VISION: to restore the dying wetlands along Lake Victoria for today and the day after tomorrow.
MISSION: to promote sound environmental management measures for sustainable utilization of wetlands resources within and around Lake Victoria.
STRATEGIES: 

· Build the capacity of the local communities around Lake Victoria in order for them to become custodians of their own wetlands;

· Promote sustainable livelihoods for the communities; 

· Lobby and advocate for sound environmental management policies and encourage the need for a wise use of wetlands resources;
· Engage the local schools in advancing and helping re-shape the schools curriculum to include wetlands conservation as part of the subjects which currently is not the case.

OBJECTIVES:

This project was initiated to help in restoring the lost glory of the wetlands along the catchment of Lake Victoria. It was meant to improve the knowledge of wetlands and wise use within the general public, decision makers, the private sectors and targeted focus groups. The paper reports on the activities carried out by the programme within the local communities; primary and secondary schools. It was also aimed at enabling direct training policies that are applicable at different levels by ensuring that a sustainable working mind becomes the hope for the local communities. 

METHODOLY:
Following many workshops and seminars organised from a variety of stakeholders, priorities and framework of actions were developed and embodied in the strategy document. These were in range of;

· The existence of educational and training institutions interested in wetlands and which already offer training opportunities and themes (conservation, management practice);

· The existence of proven expertise in this field, and networks and advisory groups offering skills;

· The support of various international organizations for wetlands conservation; and 

· Involvement of local stakeholders and schools in educating and creating public awareness activities;
MAIN OBJECTIVES:

· Enhance awareness of the wetland values through education at local levels and training; and 

· Provide support and tools for the practical implementation and education awareness activities at local levels.

FIELD ACTIVITIES: 

These included:

· Support of world wetlands Day celebrations (conferences, field trips, community soccer, dance, competition, TV shows;

· Regular production of awareness materials such as T-shirts, caps, posters and calendars; and 

· Creation of local clubs and site guardians to build awareness of wetlands and threatened species
Reaching out Local Community:

Local communities interested in longer term actions focused on wetlands were formed based on locations through the leadership of local chiefs and clan elders as chairpersons to partner with Friends of Victoria Wetlands in creating sub-units centres. These offers local community with a wide range of cross-curricular activities centered on wetlands.  At the moment, five local community groups are currently receiving funds where they have adopted local wetland initiatives. Some of these curricular initiatives have included range of studies in habitat conservation, art and craft, music, writing of essays in Swahili and translated in English and mentoring old women and men in wetlands studies to keep them busy and part of the growing team.
Programmes of Friends of Victoria Wetlands:

Based on the background information, the conservation of wetlands within the community for day after tomorrow has not been an easy task. The organisation has mainly centred its interest through: 

· Research based: Community conservation and leadership in the knowledge of wetland is one component in saving our wetlands for future generations to come. The organisation is hence committed to conserve an environmental resource and relies on the knowledge of science and combine with the traditional knowledge to guide its conservation activities.
In collaboration with institutions of higher learning and other stakeholders, Friends of Victoria Wetlands helps the local communities to modify and evaluate wetlands conservation in the rural villages to meet the standard of wetlands conservation needs as defined.
The research team ensures that all aspects of conservation priorities are effective and efficient; finding possible and workable answers to the local understanding quantify and establish the society wetland values in economic and societal need. Lastly the team ensures that the laymen become conservation experts at their standard. 
· The general Public policy and habitat conservation: It is evident from the past experience that encouraging the general policy is very vital in saving our dying wetlands for many generations to come. Our research team ensures that an effective positive change and to bring wetland conservation to the forefront with all levels of science and locals is the driving force. The team focuses on finding and providing valuable information in comparing the mind-set (scientific and traditional) to harmonize wetland policies and strategies. To conserve these wetlands which are vanishing, a restoration of habitat is the key in rehabilitation.
· Bringing wetlands education from the Academic institutes to locals: being a pilot study, educating the locals about wetlands is the key part of Friends of Victoria Wetlands and it has enabled the success of most of the programmes take off. The main aim here is to educate one another both the scientist and local folks in teaching the future leaders and policy-makers values of wise use of wetlands resources.
SUMMARY AND RECOMMANDATIONS:

It is very unfortunate that our wetlands continue to vanish much as huge projects are carried in almost in all aspects. 

There is need to effectively communicate with the media, and ultimately educate the public and decision makers using facts.
There is need to understand main problem facing wetland management in many countries and that some key resources have fallen into the hands of wealthy and politically connected folks. This has generated huge debate where the locals are deprived of their livelihood hence leading the fight on land ownership among range of issues.

It is very evident that soon if a concerted effort is not put in place, all the freshwater wetlands along Lake Victoria will vanish leading to the next face of problems in the lake and change in climate.
Following our drastic effort in creating incentives to the local community through “food for work”, the stakeholders have taken the need to partake a leading role in wetlands management measures and monitoring. In the long run, due to the poverty levels, the “food for work” has worked beyond doubtable grounds.

The success of such project throughout the country will bring a bright future in restoring wetlands as the community will take the lead role and voice their needs to benefit both stakeholders.

Remarkably, the scientific knowledge is indeed not sufficient in nature conservation. We also have to realise that religion and science are complementary sources of knowledge. 

